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Abstract 
Roúia Montana has already become famous after the conflict produced among the opponents of Roúia Montana Project, 
initiators of the mining project, and the ones supporting the project. After the appearance of this project, several NGOs and 
foundations started to promote the tourist image of Roúia Montana, emphasizing the beauty of the area, also offering 
alternatives for tourist development in the community. The impact of Roúia Montana over the entire region and also over the 
whole country is related to the mining project proposed by Roúia Montana Gold Corporation (RMGC), which intends to 
realise the surface exploitation of several mountains. Though there are many tourist objectives in the area, historic monuments, 
the authorities support the activities of RMGC project, neglecting the environmental protection and tourist development of 
the region. In this article we will present the implications that this project has for tourist development in the community. 
© 2013 The Authors. Published by Elsevier B.V. Selection and/or peer review under responsibility of 
Emerging Markets Queries in Finance and Business local organization. 
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1. Introduction
The first theoretical concept concerning the regional impact is the concept of region. This is defined 
differently, according to the fields of its approach. The region can be a homogenous geographical surface 
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classified in different typologies, based on several physical and human factors (Muntele, IaĠu, 2006). According 
to Groza and Muntele, 2005, there are several types of regions and regional structures, as follows: geographical 
regions, historical regions, economic regions, polarized regions, peripheral regions, urbanized regions, rural 
regions etc. According to other research works (Ielenicz, Erdeli, Marin, 2007), the region is a relatively 
homogenous portion of the geographical surface, with certain specific characteristics like relief, climate, waters, 
economic resources and human impact, from which results a pure geographical landscape, while a geographical 
region represents territories of the continents or of the countries with a certain homogeneity of geographical 
characteristics. From another point of view, Romanescu, 2010, considers the region a territorial unit, defined 
according to criteria offering individuality, and the geographical region is a surface integrated into a national 
area, defined by the relations among the residents, and also by its organisation around a centre. After the 
elaboration, implementation and evaluation of regional development policies in Romania, the constitution and 
the regulation of eight development regions were necessary on the Romanian territory, realised by the association 
of neighbour counties (Albu et. al., 2007). They are not administrative-territorial units, and they do not have 
artificial personality. According to the Law 315 of 2004, article 6, “the development regions are areas containing 
the territories of those counties, and of Bucureúti Municipality respectively, constituted on the basis of 
conventions among the representatives of council counties, and of General Council of Bucureúti Municipality, 
respectively” (http://legeaz.net/legea-315-2004-dezvoltarea-regională-romania/art-6-regiunile-de-dezvoltare). In 
what concerns the delimitation of these regions, a series of criteria were used, as follows: the possession of a 
mutual typology; the orientation towards the identification of territorial issues; the establishment of adequate 
areas for fund allocation, differentiated tax application, cooperation, partnerships (Buruiană, 2009). Roúia 
Montană region belongs to the Central development region, being a locality in the county of Alba, situated at 
approximately 80 km of the city of Alba Iulia, at 50 km of the town of Brad, at 11 km of the town of Abrud, and 
at 15 km of the town of Câmpeni (Sîntimbrean, 1989). In the analysis of this area we considered the impact of 
the mining project proposed by Roúia Montana Gold Corporation (RMGC) on the residents, on the region, and 
implicitly on the country (Harda, 2003). 
2. Mining in the world 
Over the time, mining industry was one of the keys of civilisation development, being the foundation of 
Bronze and Iron Eras, of the industrial revolution, and of the present era in what concerns informational 
infrastructure. In 2001, mining industry produced over 6 billion tons of raw material evaluated at a few trillion 
dollars. Countries where mining is a traditional activity, like Canada, Australia, Russia, South Africa and Chile, 
dominate the global market. These countries became traditional leaders in mining methods and in exploitation 
technologies (Fischer, Lengauer, 2002). In what concerns the global situation, North America is the greatest 
producer of gold and silver. Raw material production in 1998 was evaluated at 70 billion dollars. The whole 
industry has approximately 1 million employees. Among the best known companies are Barrick, Newmont and 
Industrias Penoles (www.mbendi.com, World mining – Overview). Canada is one of the best developed countries 
regarding this industry, with approximately 360,000 employees in extractive industry and in related industries, 
with 40 billion dollars contribution to GDP in 2008 (3.6% of GDP) (RMGC, 2010). South America is a great 
producer of base and ferrous metals, mainly copper and iron ore. The biggest companies are Codelco, Barrick, 
CVRD, Newmont and Rio Tinto (Chambers, 2003). The Asian Continent is a great producer of base metals, iron 
alloys and coal. Most of the producers are under the direct coordination of public institutions, but they are also 
encouraged by foreign investors, especially by China, India and Independent States Community. Among the 
greatest productions in Africa are: cobalt, gold and diamonds (Hickson, Marsh, Doran, 2003). The biggest 
companies are Anglo American, De Beers and BHP Billiton. Australia is an important producer of iron ore, gold 
and base metals (www.mbendi.com, World mining – Overview). It has over 320,000 employees in extractive 
industry and in the ones related to it, and approximately 500 billion dollars contribution to the country economy 
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in the latest 20 years (Bran, 2003). In 2009, it contributed with 7% to GDP of Australia, and 20% of the market 
capitalization is provided by the sector of mineral resources (RMGC, 2010). Europe is not as well developed as 
a mining centre as the other continents. Nevertheless, there are a few mines which exploit base metals in the 
Scandinavian Peninsula, Ireland, and Iberic Peninsula. Among the best known exploitation companies are 
Boliden Mineral (www.mbendi.com, World mining – Overview), Lappland Goldminers, etc. (D. G., 2010). In 
what concerns the European gold mines, at present there are 8 mines using the extraction by cyanidation. They 
are situated in Finland, Sweden, Greece, and North Ireland (RMGC, 2010). Other mines are also proposed for 
extraction by cyanidation, in Slovakia, Bulgaria, Greece, North Ireland, Spain, Portugal, as well as in Romania, 
at Roúia Montană (RMGC, 2010). 
3. Aspects concerning Roúia Montană Project proposed by Roúia Montană Gold Corporation
The locality Roúia Montană is situated in the proximity of important deposits of gold, silver and copper, 
which had been exploited even by the Dacians (Roúia Montană Local Council “Strategic plan of socio-economic 
development of the locality Roúia Montană 2008-2013”, January 2008, p. 9). In 1746, the biggest gallery was 
opened, and in 1948 the gold mines started to be owned by the Romanian State, when Roúia Montană mining 
enterprise was formed (RMGC, 2003). The present project is proposed by SC Roúia Montană Gold Corporation 
SA (RMGC), occupying 25% of the surface of the locality Roúia Montană. Up to present, 350 million dollars 
were invested in this project with the purpose to open a mine at Roúia Montană. The investment was realised by 
the Canadian Company Gabriel Resources, which owns 80% of RMGC. The difference of only 20% belongs to 
the Romanian State (Bran, 2004). RMGC is a company formed by the association of Minvest SA Deva, Gabriel 
Resources Ltd., Canada, and other minor stock holders. The company obtained the concession of an area of 
approximately 4282 ha in Roúia Montană (Balica, Velicu, 2004). The project involves closing the present 
exploitation of the company Minvest SA Deva, and opening a new exploitation, probably the biggest mining 
exploitation in Europe (Haiduc, Răgălie, 2004). The project also involves levelling four mountains and extracting 
the ores with the help of the cyanides. There are estimated around 300 tons of gold, and around 1600 tons of 
silver (Haiduc, I., “Proiectul Roúia Montană între riscuri úi beneficii”). 
Fig. 1 Plan of Roúia Montană Project 
The company states that they will use cyanides in the technology of mining extraction, as one of the few 
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substances with chemical properties necessary for gold extraction (Tomuú, 2010). The exploitation activity 
involves transportation, storage, use, and neutralisation of the cyanide (Toderaú, 2010). Inside the plant there will 
be monitoring systems necessary at the moment of the use of cyanides, built in order to control possible leaks, 
emissions of cyanide or of its components (RMGC, 2009).  
The plan of the project involves the realisation of four pits, at Cârnic, Cetate, Jig and Orlea, exploited 
in two stages. The exploitation is supposed to extend on approximately 17 years, therefore the closing of the pits 
and of the sterile dumps will be done progressively: 
• Cetate dump in the 5th year
• Cârnic pit and dump in the 9th year
• Orlea and Jig pits in the 12th – 14th year (RMGC, 2010).
Taking into account that Roúia Montană Project has the intention to restore the cultural heritage, in December 
2004 the General Rapporteur on the Cultural Heritage for the Parliamentary Assembly of the Council of Europe, 
the British member of parliament Eddie O'Hara, stated in the informative report that: “The RMGC project would 
appear to provide an economic basis for sustainable development of the whole area. From the cultural heritage 
point of view it might be seen as an exemplary project of responsible development. The funds currently made 
available by RMGC for research (archaeological, ethnological, and architectural) are many times what could 
be expected from the Government.” (Ziarul de Apuseni newspaper, “Specialists consider Roúia Montană mining 
project an example of responsible and sustainable development”, Year VI, No. 308, p. 4). 
4. Methods and methodology
The method we used was the research based on enquiry, using techniques of direct collection of data: 
observation, interview, and questionnaire. The questionnaire provided us information concerning the impact of 
the project proposed by RMGC concerning the mining exploitation in Roúia Montană on the residents of the 
locality. The sample group under research is formed of the total population, i.e. the residents of the locality Roúia 
Montană: 34 residents from 9th to 12th August 2012. A questionnaire was elaborated for the target group (the 
residents of Roúia Montană), whose questions aimed the general objectives of the research. The questionnaire 
contained 17 closed and open questions. The purpose of the open questions is to allow the respondents to express 
their points of view regarding the present situation. The results obtained after applying the questionnaire were 
processed and registered in the statistical program EXCEL. 
5. Results and discussions
No matter how many benefits the mining project proposed by RMGC would bring to the economic 
development, it should nevertheless take into account the fact that it could have a negative impact over the 
environment. Consequently, the environment component should be decisive in making a decision whether to 
continue the mining project or not. 
From our research, it results that the main income source of the residents of the locality Roúia Montană, 
on types of activities, is obtained from tourism, 8 of the 34 residents being owners of tourist and agritourist 
pensions. However, according to 20 residents, their revenue comes also from other activities (which determines 
us to believe that they desire to implement successfully the mining project proposed by RMGC), because the 
income obtained from tourism is just an additional one, insufficient for supporting them for the whole year. Other 
6 residents preferred not to answer. 
Taking into account the structure of the sample group on income sources, the question no. 13 from the 
questionnaire was addressed to the residents with the purpose to determine their perception regarding the 
exploitation of resources in Roúia Montană, activity included in the mining project proposed by RMGC. 
Taking into account the sensitive subject of the exploitation of resources in Roúia Montană, our research 
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shows that there are pros and cons, which is absolutely normal. In the present case, 13 residents have a good 
opinion about the mining exploitation proposed by RMGC, stating that “if the conditions imposed are observed, 
the results will be rewarding” and that “this company will perform mining responsibly and profitably” or “it will 
provide us enough work places”. However, 11 residents consider that “the exploitation has not started and it will 
never start. The exploitation will remain in draft stage”. 
Fig. 2 Residents’ perception regarding the exploitation of resources in Roúia Montană, activity included in the mining project proposed by 
RMGC 
At the question addressed to the residents concerning the degree of their information, 21 of them state 
that they are well informed regarding the exploitation planned by RMGC. Due to the fact that the project is 
supposed to be of great extent, all the necessary information concerning the mining exploitation in Roúia Montană 
is available. However, in this case there are 13 residents who state that they are not well informed, this company 
being reluctant to offer information on certain topics. 
Fig. 3 The degree of information of the residents concerning the mining exploitation project proposed by RMGC 
In what concerns the information sources regarding the RMGC project, from our research results that 
the Tourist Information Centre in Roúia Montană provides most information. Indeed, this centre makes available, 
for residents and tourists, the project model, newspapers approaching the subject of RMGC project, like the 
newspaper Ziarul de Apuseni, brochures, etc. The Museum Aurul Apusenilor provides brochures and informative 
materials to the residents, presenting the project stages. In the village, public debates are organised by the 
representatives of the company, and even by the residents, informing each other about everything that is going 
on in relation to the project. 
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Fig. 4 Information sources concerning RMGC project 
The residents were asked in the question no. 16 of the questionnaire to express their agreement or 
disagreement concerning the exploitation of resources in Roúia Montană, activity included in the mining project 
proposed by RMGC. 
 
 
Fig. 5 Residents’ agreement/disagreement concerning the RMGC project 
Consequently, 12 residents disagree with the project, 11 residents agree with the project, considering 
that it would be beneficial for them, while 11 others do not know what to believe concerning this project. 
 
 
Fig. 6 The degree in which the residents would agree to leave the village Roúia Montană 
When it comes to leave their birthplace, even if 11 residents consider that the project would be beneficial 
for them, there still are 19 residents who are convinced that they would never leave Roúia Montană and their 
homes, no matter what they would be offered in exchange. 7 residents would leave Roúia Montană if the project 
were implemented, considering that it would be beneficial both for them and for the area. Other 8 residents do 
not know yet what decision they would make, considering that it is too early to give a definite answer. 
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However, the damages to the environment are considered to be great, no matter of the residents’ opinions 
concerning the exploitation of mining resources in Roúia Montană. These could be as follows: 
 Degradation of the natural environment and of the beauty of the landscape; 
 Uncovered sterile dumps causing water and air pollution; 
 Decantation in ponds of the cyanide used, which would affect residents’ health, local flora and fauna, etc.; 
 Decapitation of the four mountains which will determine a change of relief; 
 Acid waters; 
 Deforestation, etc. 
Representatives of the mining project proposed by RMGC verbally assume the responsibility that they 
will take measures to prevent pollution, to ecologically restore the area, and that they will invest in tourism. 
However, they do not take into consideration the fact that a polluted area does not attract tourism investments, 
that the environment restoration takes a long time, and they do not take into consideration the risk which a 
possible exploitation could bring to the area. All this does not guarantee that the area will not suffer for an 
undetermined period of time. 
6. Conclusions 
In this research we analysed the residents’ perception concerning the exploitation of the resources in 
Roúia Montană. It is well known that this activity is included in the mining project proposed by RMGC, which 
has the intention of surface exploitation of the mountains in the locality, with a number of legislative, social, 
economic, environmental implications, etc.For the realisation of these analyses we applied questionnaires to the 
residents of Roúia Montană. As a result of the research, we conclude that a part of the residents would be willing 
to invest in tourism, due to the fact that they are already practising successfully this activity. It also results from 
the research that the residents are involved in attracting tourists in the area, and in assuring them facilities like 
accommodation, meals, tourist trails, tourist or agritourist activities. The area is quite frequented by tourists, 
considering the fact that it does not benefit from an official tourist promotion. However, tourists continue to visit 
the area, and some are foreign tourists. Consequently, the residents consider that a series of improvements would 
be necessary in the locality, i.e. road infrastructure, accommodation, restoration of the houses which are 
considered historic monuments, etc. At last we reach the general conclusion, which is that the residents wish to 
have projects of area development (though they are sceptical), both in tourism and mining. For some of the 
residents, any offer helping them out of poverty would be good. They need to have work places, no matter if they 
are related to tourism or mining. 
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